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Church of Satanology Demands Flag Fly
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The flag/banner/sticker of the Church of Satanology, which is operated by
Chaz Stevens, a Florida atheist who advocates for the separation of
church and state by flying the flag at government institutions that opt to
display religious symbols. Credit: Contributed / Chaz Stevens' website

Give the devil his due.

That’s what the Church of Satanology is asking Hartford. The church,

founded by Florida-based activist T. Chaz Stevens, is asking for equal

time to fly its flag above City Hall after a religious flag flew last week to
commemorate Holy Week.

Stevens, who is an atheist, founded the Church of Satanology, which he
refers to as a religion “based on sarcasm, satire and cynicism” to push

back against government overreach.
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Chaz Stevens, a Florida consultant who describes himself as an “atheist
forcing Florida schools to follow the Constitution,” advocates for the
separation of church and state by operating the Church of Satanology
and attempting to fly its flag at government institutions that opt to display
religious symbols. Credit: Contributed / Chaz Stevens' website

“l dont believe in Satan, | don’t believe in God, or any of the 10,000 gods
that have existed here on planet Earth,” he said during a telephone
interview. “But what | do believe is in the First Amendment and the
Constitution. So like Milton chose Satan, | chose Satan to make it really
uncomfortable. My banner is problematic just because of those five
words. There’s nothing profane. There’s nothing obscene. There’s
nothing on the sign that would be intolerable except for those five words.”

Those five words are “Satan Loves the First Amendment,” emblazoned
upon a red background and superimposed over an image of Satan

pointing at the observer like Uncle Sam in his famous “l Want You” poster.

Ironically, Stevens is basing his legal strategy on a lawsuit by a Christian

organization. In Shurtleff vs. City of Boston, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled

9-0 that since the city didn'’t craft the message or meaningfully actin the
selection of flags to raise, that the raising of flags is private, not
government, speech.
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With that ruling in hand, Stevens is now demanding equal time.

“[They] put a Christian flag on public property, and when they did that, they
opened that flag pole up as a public forum,” he said. “| prefer no Christian,
no religious flags up, but the fact that they put theirs up allows me to put
mine up. They’re either getting my flag raised or a lawsuit.”

Deputy Chief of Staff Cristian Coraz-Godinez referred questions to the
city’s ordinance on flag raisings, which states that flags may be displayed

by resolution of the City Council.

“The city flag pole is not a public forum —the city does not solicit flag
raising requests,” he said in a statement. “Any flag raised is consistent
with previously adopted City Council policy. By a 7-2 vote, the Hartford
City Council elected to fly this flag.”

Stevens has made requests for flag raisings or filed lawsuits in several
states. In late 2024, he was involved in a lawsuit against Broward School

District for selling advertising space to church groups, which then placed
banners on fences surrounding a local high school football field.

While the judge ruled in the district’s favor, it still changed the district’s
policy and removed the church banners.

Stevens rejects the characterization that he’s simply a rabble rouser
hurling legal bolts across the country, targeting flags that he’s never even
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seen himself.

“There are people in Connecticut that are bothered by this, | guarantee
you that,” he said. “l know how to push the buttons and affect change. And
who’s to say that | can’t reach out to Connecticut? When they talk about
the U.S. Constitution, the right and the freedom of speech, our First
Amendment rights, why does that become just a local issue?”

Stevens said the separation of church and state must be maintained not
for philosophical reasons, but for legal ones.

“The law of the land says the government shall not establish a religion.
That'’s not philosophy, that’s a hard fact,” he said. “The folks in Hartford,
Bridgeport, and Torrington, chose a third option. Instead of all religious
flags, or no religious flags, they chose some religious flags. They said,
‘The ones that we approve of will fly and the ones that we disapprove of,
a.k.a. Satanology, you guys can take a hike or sue us.”

RELATED

Connecticut Holds 43rd Annual Holocaust Commemoration at Capitol

HARTFORD, CT — The future was on display in the Senate Chamber at
the State Capitol Friday, as the Jewish Federation of Connecticut hosted
the 43rd annual State Holocaust Commemoration. Keep reading
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State Leaders Remember Pope Francis As ‘Luminous Witness’ And

‘Champion For Peace’

State religious and political leaders shared their reactions to the death of
Pope Francis Monday in a series of statements across various media.
Francis, the spiritual leader of the Catholic Church and more than 1 billion
Catholics worldwide, died early Easter Monday. He was 88 years old.

Keep reading
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Planning and Development Commitiee Passes Bill Allowing Religious

Groups To Offer Temporary Housing

HARTFORD, CT — A new law that would allow religious organizations to
offer temporary housing to the homeless and refugees made it out of the
Planning and Development Committee Friday afternoon, but not without
some changes to its scope. Keep reading
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Federal Gov't Sets Aside $400 Million To Improve Security Against Hate

Crimes, Anti-Semitism

WEST HARTFORD, CT - Following a steep rise in hate crimes in the
past year, many of which were directed at Jewish individuals, U.S. Sen.
Richard Blumenthal announced a $400 million increase in security

funding Monday from the federal government. Keep reading

Attorney Appeals Release of Childhood Vaccination Data
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Bristol lawyer suing the state for releasing data on student use of religious

vaccine exemptions asked a Superior Court judge Monday to consider

the constitutionality of a new law sunsetting those same exemptions.

During a virtual... Keep reading

& by Hugh McQuaid August 17, 2021, 5:00 amAugust 16, 2021,
10:21 pm
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Jamil Ragland writes and lives in Hartford. You can read more of his
writing at www.nutmeggerdaily.com.
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The views, opinions, positions, or strategies expressed by the author are
theirs alone, and do not necessarily reflect the views, opinions, or
positions of CTNewsJunkie.com or any of the author's other employers.
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